
Messum's Fine Art Presents Alan Cotton's Palette Knife Landscapes

London.- Messum’s Fine Art is delighted to present an exhibition of paintings by Alan Cotton. Using a palette knife exclusively, Cotton
shapes his bold views of Devon, Cornwall, Skye, Piedmonte, Provence and even New Zealand with a deftness and variety of handling,
transforming the picturesque into the dramatic. His soaring views of cliff, bay, hill town and vineyard are painted in immediately
tangible strokes, using dazzling contrasts of colour and value in an effort to share with the viewer the artists's own 'gut reaction' to a
specific time and place. "Alan Cotton" is on view at the gallery from September 14th through October 1st. The artist’s never-ending
search for new and stimulating material has led him on challenging expeditions across the globe. Cotton is equally an intrepid explorer
of the possibilities of oil paint and his paintings possess a uniquely tangible quality so immediate and sensual that the viewer often feels
immersed in his landscapes.

The hilltowns of Provence and Piedmonte are seen from a distance, often framed by plants or branches, giving the viewer a sense of having
been dropped directly into the landscape. Alan Cotton also experiments with a variety of panoramic landscapes, alternately allowing the coastal
topography to dominate his canvas, as in his Devon views (below left), or, conversely, dropping the horizon line to focus instead on the vast
dappled purple skies of the Irish coast. Looking at Alan Cotton’s paintings, the viewer's eye is never entirely at rest, but is constantly gliding
and alighting over the paint surface like a seabird over a cliff. Freed from a fixed viewpoint, we can plunge into the olive groves of Piedmonte,
or teeter on the edge of Devon’s surging cliff face.

Born in Redditch, Worcestershire, Alan Cotton trained at the Birmingham College of Art before becoming a Research Fellow at the University
of Exeter. He has taught and lectured widely, both in this country and abroad, and has become well known in the West Country through the
numerous television films which have been produced about his work. His never ending search for new and stimlating starting points for
paintings has taken him to many parts of the world and his paintings of Provence, Venice, Tuscany, Cyprus, the West Coast of Ireland and more
recently the Piedmont region of Italy, have been the subjects of regular exhibitions at Messum’s galleries since 1985. More recently, in 2005
Cotton travelled as tour artist with HRH The Prince of Wales on a trip to Sri Lanka, Australia, New Zealand and Fiji. He works tirelessly to
support the arts generally and has been instrumental in forming the recently opened South West Academy of Fine and Applied Art in Exeter. He
has been elected as its first President. Alan Cotton is represented exclusively by Messum’s.



Founded by David Messum in 1963, Messum's are a second-generation family firm of art dealers specialising in British Art from 1750 to the
present day. For over 40 years we have pioneered the research and re-evaluation of important periods in British Painting, and are particularly
renowned for having led the market in the re-appraisal of the British Impressionist artists, along with the Newlyn and St Ives schools of
painting. Today Messum's continues to be internationally recognised as a leader in the field of British art. Advice and expertise can be sought
on the sale of works of art and on the modern market in general. The gallery specialises in the private sale of paintings within its fields of
expertise, and has numerous clients attesting to the benefit of dealing privately through Messum's. Situated on Cork Street in the heart of
London's premier art district since 1993, Messum's continue to offer a broad inventory of fine British art from the past three centuries. With
extensive experience in helping to build collections, their specialists are always on hand to offer professional expertise and advice in the buying
and selling of fine art. Their first floor gallery at 9 Cork Street houses our ever-changing collection of earlier works, with a selection of
Victorian & Traditional, British Impressionist & Modern British paintings always on display. Messum's also represents some of the strongest
figurative artists working in Britain today, promoting a tradition of fine painting that we see as the backbone to British art through the centuries.

Exhibitions of work by contemporary artists are typically on view at their 8 Cork Street gallery. Messum's The Studio is open by appointment
only for collectors of fine art and sculpture. The Studio is set in the grounds of Lord's Wood, a property with a long history as a haven for
artists, writers and sculptors. Situated in the Chiltern Hills in Buckinghamshire, it was built in the Arts and Crafts style in 1899 for the eccentric
mural painter Mary Sargant-Florence, and subsequently became a summer retreat for members of the Bloomsbury Group. Over the years,
guests to the house have included Lytton Strachey, Maynard Keynes, Virginia Woolf, Ralph and Frances Partridge and Dora Carrington. Today,
as the home of David Messum and his family, Lord's Wood is once again the focus of artistic enterprise. Over the years the property's
landscaped gardens have been developed and transformed, and throughout the Summer the grounds house an annual exhibition of contemporary
sculpture. Open strictly by appointment, the Studio also contains a collection of British Impressionist & Victorian paintings. Visit the gallery's
website at ... http://www.messums.com
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